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Regular Meeting Minutes

City of Los Angeles Commission on Disability

Thursday, September 18, 2025
2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Edward R. Roybal Board of Public Works Session Room 350,
City Hall, 200 North Spring Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Zoom Video Conference

Commissioners Present

Myrna Cabanban, Vice President
Mary Grace A. Barrios, Commissioner
Jorge E. Acevedo, Commissioner
Iran Hopkins, Commissioner
Alisa Schlesinger, Commissioner
Robert Williams, Commissioner
Vacant, 9th Commission Position

Commissioners Absent

Akiko Tagawa, President
Robert Bitonte, Commissioner
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City Staff Present

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability
Alison Everett, Assistant Executive Director, Department on Disability
Heather Aubry, Assistant City Attorney, City Attorney’s Office
Kayvon Wroten, Department on Disability
Salina Goytia, Department on Disability
Peter Soto, Department on Disability

Item One (1) - Request for Remote Participation Option Pursuant to
Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a)

Action Taken: There were no Commission members attending the Commission on
Disability meeting remotely. No action required by the Commission on Disability.
Item Two (2) - Multiple Agenda Item Public Comment

Public comment was provided on the following topics applicable to the Commission’s
scope of work:

e Concerns about the lack of maintenance of the elevators at train stations and the
impact on disabled individuals traveling to LAX, specifically mentioning an
elevator outage at the Universal Studios stop.

e Commending the Commission's detailed meeting minutes.

e Multiple comments on accessibility of pedestrian facilities near the Scientology
building on Fountain Avenue, and Scientology’s beliefs negatively impact older

adults and people with disabilities.

e Reminding the Commission of a request from June regarding a report from the
City Attorney's office about prosecutions for public right-of-way violations.

The Department on Disability Executive Director, Stephen David Simon, clarified that the
Commission had not formally requested a report from the City Attorney regarding public
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right-of-way charges but would review past minutes and potentially agendize
consideration of the action.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Three (3) - Approval of the Special Annual Meeting Minutes
The Commission reviewed the August 2025 Special Annual Meeting minutes.

Action Taken: Commissioner Williams moved, and Commissioner Barrios seconded, the
motion to approve the minutes of the August 2025 Special Annual Meeting minutes. The
motion passed.

Item Four (4) - Presentation by Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) on
the plan for the LAX Automated People Mover Train System with an
emphasis on accessibility for people with disabilities.

Cassandra Heredia, LAWA's ADA coordinator, provided a presentation on LAWA's
accessibility. Her key discussion points included:
e An overview of existing conditions at LAX for passengers with disabilities.
e The FAA Office of Civil Rights mini compliance review helped guide areas
needing corrective action
e The APM aims to streamline the passenger experience, and that LAWA is
ensuring all APM facilities and infrastructure are fully accessible, including pet
relief areas and emergency blue phones.
Efforts are underway to ensure accessible programs and services, such as wayfinding
apps and support resources, for passengers boarding the APM.
e The airlines' responsibility for assistance ends at the curb; LAWA is responsible
for supporting passengers using the APM and its connecting facilities.

Commissioner Barios inquired about the APM's implementation timeline, its coverage
for all airlines, and the possibility of a physical tour for the commission.
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Cassandra Heredia stated that the APM is expected to go live in the first quarter of
2026, and recommended reaching out to the government affairs office to coordinate a
physical visit to the APM for the commission.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Five (5) - Review and Approval of the Commission on Disability
FY 2025-2026 Work Plan

The Commission reviewed items for inclusion in its FY 2025-2026 Work Plan, including
objectives, action items, ad hoc committees, and presentations.

The Department on Disability Executive Director, Stephen David Simon explained the
process of incorporating ad hoc committee recommendations.

Commissioner Hopkins clarified that the "Powers and Duties" section of the Commission
on Disability FY 2025-2026 Work Plan is fixed by bylaws and not subject to amendment.

e Discussions for Ad Hoc Committee one, LA28 Games Support, included,;
o Removing the item about press release templates as it was previously
completed
o Amending the phrasing for "naming a street" to "Paralympic" instead of
"Paralympics.”

e Discussions for Ad Hoc Committee two, Disability Cultural Impact, included;

o Revised objectives and action items from Commissioner Hopkins,
including preparing letters to the Mayor's office recommending Atkinson
Hyperlegible fonts as the City's primary font and the creation of a mural
commemorating LA28 Games and the Paralympics.

o A request from Commissioner Williams that the establishment of the Betty
Wilson Humanitarian Award of Excellence be moved to the first bullet
point.

e Discussions for Ad Hoc Committee three, Healthcare and Social Security Access,
included;
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o Renewing efforts to support a Mobile Social Security Disability Office, with
a focus on submitting a recommendation letter to the Mayor.

e Discussions for Ad Hoc Committee four, Affordable and Accessible Housing,
included;
o An update from Commissioner Cabanban on their meeting with the Los
Angeles Housing Department, noting positive cooperation for the
upcoming presentation.

Action Taken: Commissioner Cabanban moved, and Commissioner Schlesinger
seconded, the motion to approve the Commission on Disability FY 2025-2026 Work Plan
as amended. The motion passed.

Item Six (6) - Department on Disability Executive Director’s Report

The Department on Disability (DOD) Executive Director, Stephen David Simon, provided
the following information as part of his Executive Director’s Report:

e Noted DOD’s annual review process with the Mayor's office and vision and goals
for the coming year.

e Noted DOD'’s three long-term priorities, each with two to four "smart goals”,
including

e Expanding citywide ADA compliance by 2027.

e Addressing the Needs of Unhoused or Unstably Housed People with
Disabilities.

e Simplifying, coordinating and streamlining the customer service
experience for constituents with Disabilities:

o Noted the City Council has asked DOD and other City departments to collaborate
and draft a ‘Games Accessibility Plan” which will be submitted to the “Games
Community Advisory Committee,” and then brought before this Commission for
public comment.

e Highlighted the following upcoming event:

o 10/16/25 (Thursday): Disability Art Exhibition Ceremony
o Location: City Hall - (West Steps)
o Time: 9:00AM - 12:00PM

e Noted that during the City’s budget crisis DOD was set to lose 14 of our 30 staff.
That number was reduced to four staff,in temporary authority positions through
the end of the year. Also noting that one of the four transferred to another

department.
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e Additionally noted that the Mayor’s Budget letter and budget instructions from
the Chief Administration Officer (CAO) will be released shortly.

Commissioner Barrios asked what DOD is doing to assist seniors with Disabilities since
the Department of Aging for the City will be absorbed by the County, and requested we
provide the public comments for the “Games Accessibility Plan” live-streamed on Zoom.

DOD Executive Director, Stephen Simon stated he would look into the options of
live-streaming to get a broader audience. He stated that it was recommended that the
City’s Department on Aging consolidate with the Youth Development Department,
Economic and Workforce Development, and Community Investments for Families
Department but nothing was finalized, and the Department of Aging is still a standalone
Department for the City of Los Angeles.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Seven (7) - Announcements

Announcements from Commissioners and City staff and requested agenda items for
future Commission meetings.

e Commissioner Barrios announced the 1st Annual California Disability Caregivers
Conference opened for registration. A free, 3 day Zoom Conference held on
October 7th, 8th and 9th (Oct. 9th is for Spanish speakers), 9am to 1pm each day.
Caregivers can register at Caregivers.CaringFutures.org.

e Commissioner Cabanban announced she attended the 2028 Games Regional
Transportation Summit. She encouraged the Commission to work with Natalie
Sparrow, Executive Accessibility Officer for Major Events for the City of Los
Angeles to ensure accessibility requirements are implemented during the
planning of Major Events.

e Commissioner Williams announced he will be absent for the next meeting.

No action taken, information purposes only.
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Item Eight (8) - Adjournment

Action Taken: Commissioner Barrios moved that we adjourn, and Commissioner Williams
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:36 P.M.
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