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Regular Meeting Minutes

City of Los Angeles Commission on Disability

Thursday, July 17, 2025
2:00 P.M. until the conclusion of business

Edward R. Roybal Board of Public Works Session Room 350,
City Hall, 200 North Spring Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Zoom Video Conference

Commissioners Present

Akiko Tagawa, President
Mary Grace A. Barrios, Vice President
Myrna Cabanban, Commissioner
Jorge E. Acevedo, Commissioner
Iran Hopkins, Commissioner
Robert Williams, Commissioner
Vacant, 9th Commission Position

Commissioners Absent

Robert Bitonte, Commissioner
Alisa Schlesinger, Commissioner

City Staff Present

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability
Alison Everett, Assistant Executive Director, Department on Disability
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Heather Aubry, Assistant City Attorney, City Attorney’s Office
Kayvon Wroten, Department on Disability
Peter Soto, Department on Disability

Item One (1) - Request for Remote Participation Option Pursuant to
Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a)

In accordance with Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a) members may now notify
the commission of their need to participate remotely for just cause or request the
commission to allow them to participate in the meeting remotely due to emergency
circumstances, if they haven’t already done so, including a general description of the
circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely. The provisions of this
subdivision shall not be used by any member of the commission or more than two
meetings per calendar year. The member shall publicly disclose at the meeting before
any action is taken whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in
the room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature of the
member’s relationship with any such individuals. The member shall participate through
both audio and visual technology.

Action Taken: There were no Commission members attending the Commission on
Disability meeting remotely. No action required by the Commission on Disability.

Item Two (2) - Multiple Agenda Item Public Comment

Comments by the public on agenda items and on all other matters within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the Commission will be heard during the "Multiple Agenda Item
Public Comment" period of the meeting. Members of the public who wish to speak on
Agendized items and Non-Agendized items shall be allowed to speak for up to two (2)
minutes per Agendized item, and two (2) minutes on Non-Agendized items, up to a total
of five (5) minutes per meeting.

7/17/2025 Commission on Disability Meeting Minutes



Agenda Packet | Page 3 of 8

Public comment was provided on the following topics applicable to the Commission’s
scope of work:

e The public commenter addressed the Altadena and Palisades Fires noting the
need for affordable housing in addition to accessible housing during the
rebuilding process.

Executive Director Stephen Simon highlighted that the Altadena fire falls under the
County's jurisdiction. He added that the Department would inform the Mayor's Office to

consider affordability and accessibility during the rebuilding process.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Three (3) - Approval of the Special Meeting Minutes

The Commission will review the minutes of the May 2025 special meeting minutes and
vote to approve.

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the May 2025 special meeting.

Action Taken: Commissioner Barrios moved, and Commissioner Williams seconded, to
approve the minutes of the May 2025 special meeting. The motion passed.

Item Four (4) - Special Acknowledgement of Former Commissioner
Candace Cable

Former Commissioner Candace Cable will be presented with a certificate in recognition
of her years of dedicated service to the City of Los Angeles's Commission on Disability.

Former Commissioner Cable received a Mayoral certificate from Deputy Mayor Shockley.

No action taken, information purposes only.
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Item Five (5) - Presentation by the State Council on Developmental
Disabilities (SCDD)

Sofia Cervantes, Defense Advocate, SCDD, will present a comprehensive overview of the
Council’s services, including any updates or anticipated impacts stemming from recent
federal policy or funding alterations that may influence its operations or the broader
Disability communities.

Sophia Cervantes from the State Council on Developmental Disabilities, a state
advocacy agency established 55 years ago through federal and state legislation,
delivered a comprehensive presentation on the Council's services. She provided updates
on anticipated impacts from recent federal policy or funding alterations related to
Medicaid changes. The SCDD's vision is to foster full and equal opportunities for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, promoting
self-determination, independence, productivity, and inclusion. The agency is
spearheaded by individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their
families, with 31 council members appointed by the governor. In 2024, SCDD provided
technical assistance to 5,200 individuals, trained 19,900, engaged 84,000 community
members, and participated in 1,900 activities to address disparities. These efforts
ultimately impacted 5.9 million Californians through their work in technical assistance,
capacity building, training, and systems change. Additionally, SCDD maintains 12
regional offices throughout California, including one in Los Angeles. SCDD's operations
are guided by its state plan and encompass several key mandates: Technical Assistance,
Resource and Information Sharing, Capacity Building, Systemic Change, Regional
Advisory Committees, Quality Assurance Projects, and Program Support. The council
endeavors to connect individuals with essential services, facilitate their integration into
communities, and strive to enhance services and support. Ms. Cervantes offered the
council's continued support to the Commission as a valuable source of information and
resources, particularly concerning Medicaid updates and other developing priorities. She
clarified that while direct budget cuts are not foreseen, policy changes, such as
increased eligibility checks and new work or community engagement requirements, are
anticipated. The timeline for the implementation of these changes remains uncertain,
with significant impacts not expected for at least a year. Ms. Cervantes further stated
that SCDD is actively monitoring the situation, collecting community narratives, and
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intends to launch a "Medicaid Watch" initiative to track challenges and disseminate
updates. SCDD encouraged individuals and commission members to subscribe to their
mailing lists for ongoing information.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Six (6) - Commission on Disability FY 2024-25 Report of
Accomplishments Review and Approval

The current ad hoc committees - Commission Bylaws and Advocacy, Disability Culture
and Legacy, Aviation and Transportation Network Companies (TNCs), Accessible
Infrastructure and Communication, Housing Equity - will review and discuss, and may
approve, the draft Fiscal Year 2025-26 Report of Accomplishments.

The Commission reviewed and discussed its draft FY 2024-25 Report of
Accomplishments, including recommended edits.
Action Taken: Commissioner Tagawa moved, and Commissioner Williams seconded, to

review the FY 2024-25 Report of Accomplishments with recommended edits at the
following meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

Item Seven (7) - Commission on Disability FY 2024-25 Attendance
Report Review and Approval

The Commission will review and approve the FY 2024-25 Attendance Report.

The Commission reviewed and discussed its FY 2024-25 Attendance Report.

Action Taken: President Tagawa moved, and Commissioner Williams seconded, to
approve the FY 2024-25 Attendance Report. The motion passed unanimously.

7/17/2025 Commission on Disability Meeting Minutes



Agenda Packet | Page 6 of 8

Item Eight (8) - Executive Director’s Report

The Department on Disability Executive Director, Stephen David Simon, and/or other
department staff will provide an update on items relating to Department activities,
metrics, budget, planning, and/or other relevant issues.

Executive Director Simon provided the following information as part of his Executive
Director’s Report:

e He noted the Department on Disability investigated concerns about the naming of
the Cultural Olympiad, particularly the lack of direct reference to the Paralympics.
It was clarified that the Department of Cultural Affairs does not control the
naming, which is handled by the International Olympic Committee (I0C),
International Paralympic Committee (IPC), and LA28. The Cultural Olympiad
program includes both Olympic and Paralympic games. The Department on
Disability is working with the Department of Cultural Affairs to support the
Paralympic aspects of the Cultural Olympiad and will keep the Commission
updated. He added there isn't a simple opportunity to change the name, so efforts
will focus on ensuring strong references to the Paralympics within the existing
framework.

e He noted the DOD has a new, strategic work plan that will be presented in August,
outlining services, responsibilities, and resource allocation.

e He noted major initiatives of the Durable Medical Equipment (DME) program are
intact, though staffing for self-evaluation work, often done by contractors, remains
a challenge due to internal staff reductions.

e He noted the DOD celebrated the 35th anniversary of the ADA with an art show
featuring six artists displayed online and at the department's office, with stipends
from the Department of Cultural Affairs. An interview with photographer Tom Olin,
who captured moments leading to the ADA, is available online.

e He noted Mayor Karen Bass will acknowledge the ADA's 35th anniversary on July
25th, with a press conference and new initiatives.

e He noted the DOD participated in a conference with the Quao Center for
Disability Law, Policy, and Innovation at Loyola Marymount University,
strengthening academic and policy partnerships. Also adding that there was a
possibility of inviting them to speak to the commission.

e He confirmed that the City prioritizes language access planning, including ASL
and other accessible communications, and will investigate the availability of
audio files for City documents, reporting back to the Commission. He also noted
that while the Department's budget for remediation and accessible
communications was cut this year, they are committed to dedicating resources
and working towards a multi-year plan for other departments to take ownership of
creating accessible documents from the outset and receive funding for their own
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remediation efforts.
e He noted that the DOD will participate in the following events:

o The Angel City Games, which will occur on July 28th.

o Disability and Immigration Conference 2025: The department participated
in a conference on June 26 and the 27th hosted by the Coelho Center for
Disability Law, Policy, and Innovation at Loyola Marymount University,
where they discussed strengthening academic and policy partnerships.
There's a possibility of inviting them to speak to the Commission.

o Camp Ready LA Career Fair: The Department is participating in this career
fair hosted by the Emergency Management Department on July 24th,
emphasizing the importance of community involvement in emergency
preparedness.

o Fifth Annual Deaf Latinos Expo: The department is co-sponsoring this
event on September 13th, recognizing it as a vital cultural intersectional
space.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Nine (9) - Commission on Disability Officer Elections for FY
2025-26

Election of Commission on Disability President and Vice President for the 2025-26
Fiscal Year.

The Commission conducted its officer elections for President and Vice President for FY
2025-26.

Action Taken: Commissioner Hopkins moved, and Commissioner Williams seconded, to
elect Commissioner Tagawa as Commission President for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. The
motion passed.

Action Taken: Commissioner Tagawa moved, and Commissioner Williams seconded, to

elect Commissioner Cabanban as Commission Vice-President for Fiscal Year
2025-2026. The motion passed.
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Item Ten (10) - New Business and Announcements

Announcements from Commissioners and City staff and requested agenda items for
future Commission meetings.

e President Tagawa announced she and DOD Executive staff attended the 4th
National Access and Functional Needs Symposium of 2025, hosted by the
California Governer’s Office of Emergency Services (CalOES), International
Association of Emergency Management and Colorado division of Homeland
Security and Emergency Management, and New York University. She stated the
collective opinion regarding Registries was contradicting the opinion of the City
and County. She added she had taken notes and would give them to the liaison
for distribution to the Commission.

e Commission Liaison, Kayvon Wroten announced that Union Station’s Courtesy
Mobility Services Program has now begun. The program escorts individuals to
ticketing areas, offers wayfinding directions, and assists travelers with the use of
mobility devices. She also noted that the Government and Disability summit
registration is now open. The summit will be held on September 23rd through the
26th in Ventura, California. During the summit the disability community and
government facilities will collaborate and debate disability accessibility across
one’s life span. Ms. Wroten added flyers with more information were located at
the front table.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Eleven (11) - Adjournment

Action Taken: Commissioner Tagawa moved, and Commissioner William seconded, to
adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:34 P.M.
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