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Special Meeting Minutes

City of Los Angeles Commission on Disability

Thursday, May 15, 2025
2:00 P.M. until the conclusion of business

City Controller Conference Room
Room 351
Los Angeles City Hall East
200 N. Main Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Zoom Video Conference

Commissioners Present

Akiko Tagawa, President
Mary Grace A. Barrios, 1st Vice President
Myrna Cabanban, 2nd Vice President
Candace Cable, Secretary
Jorge E. Acevedo, Commissioner
Robert Bitonte, Commissioner
Iran Hopkins, Commissioner
Alisa Schlesinger, Commissioner
Robert Williams, Commissioner

Commissioners Absent

N/A
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City Staff Present

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability
Alison Everett, Assistant Executive Director, Department on Disability
Kayvon Wroten, Department on Disability
Salina Goytia, Department on Disability
Peter Soto, Department on Disability
Gail Delgado-Huezo, Department on Disability

Item One (1) - Request for Remote Participation Option Pursuant to
Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a)

In accordance with Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a) members may now notify
the commission of their need to participate remotely for just cause or request the
commission to allow them to participate in the meeting remotely due to emergency
circumstances, if they haven’t already done so, including a general description of the
circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely. The provisions of this
subdivision shall not be used by any member of the commission or more than two
meetings per calendar year. The member shall publicly disclose at the meeting before
any action is taken whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in
the room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature of the
member’s relationship with any such individuals. The member shall participate through
both audio and visual technology.

Action Taken: There were no Commission members attending the Commission on
Disability meeting remotely. No action required by the Commission on Disability.
Item Two (2) - Approval of Minutes

The Commission will review the minutes of the April 2025 special meeting and vote to
approve.

Commissioner Cable requested the minutes be amended with edits before approval.
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Action Taken: Commissioner Cabanban moved, and Commissioner Barrios seconded, to
approve the minutes of the April 2025 special meeting, as amended. The motion passed
unanimously.

Item Three (3) - Public Comment

For items not on today’s agenda, but under the Commission’s jurisdiction, members of
the public who wish to speak on items shall be allowed to speak for up to two minutes
per item up to a total of five minutes per meeting.

Public comment was provided on the following topics applicable to the Commission’s
scope of work:

e Public commenters addressed housing, FEMA, and the budget cuts affecting the
Disability community.

e Public commenters raised concerns about reports indicating that blockades of
public rights-of-way off Sunset Blvd. in Hollywood existed for over eight months
before legal action was taken. Additionally, they noted that the street still lacks
ADA-compliant parking.

e Public commenters expressed their gratitude to community members for
attending the meeting and advocating on their behalf, thanked the presenters;
noting that people with Disabilities are often forgotten in disaster planning, and
that Disabled fire victims need more help and during the rebuilding stage; and
recommended the City learning from people with Disabilities who survived
disasters.

e A public commenter shared that a friend’s wheelchair was damaged at an LA
Metro station and has been unable to receive a replacement. Additionally,
highlighted the lack of transition resources, which has led to some individuals
experiencing homelessness.

e A public commenter thanked the DOD for access to teleconference public
comment, and would like the City Council to create a report on why this is no
longer allowed for Council and Committees. She requests that LA28 allow
teleconferences to allow members of the Disability community to actively
participate in a major event in Los Angeles.

e A public commenter stated that she is having serious long term issues with DME
and it is very emotionally and physically challenging.
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e A public commenter spoke about the LA Municipal Code and noted that many
revenue streams within the City of Los Angeles that are not being realized due to
lack of enforcement.

Executive Director Stephen Simon informed the Commission that the Metro Advisory
Committee meets the second Thursday of each month 213 922-6919 for commentary on
Metro issues, and that for repairs on wheelchairs constituents could contact CALIF at
(213) 627-0477.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Four (4) - Presentation by Disability Disaster Access &
Resources (DDAR)

Michael Martinez, Disability Disaster Access & Resource Coordinator (DDARC) at CALIF,
and Ben Kahn, DDARC at the Disability Community Resource Center (DCRC), will present
on the Disability Disaster Access & Resources (DDAR) Program. They will cover services
such as emergency preparedness, backup power for medical equipment, and accessible
resources during disasters. They'll also explain how the program supports older adults
and people with disabilities during Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS) and other
emergencies. In addition, Lilly Sanchez, Program Director at Communities Actively
Living Independent & Free (CALIF), will give a presentation on the Downtown Los
Angeles Independent Living Center. She will discuss the role of Independent Living
Centers, which are operated by a majority of people with disabilities and serve
individuals with all types of disabilities. Her presentation will highlight the services.

Michael Martinez, Ben Kahn, and Lilly Sanchez presented on the DDAR program and
their respective independent living centers. Communities Actively Living Independent &
Free, (CALIF). CALIF is an independent living center that offers various services to
people with Disabilities. CALIF collaborates with other City departments to ensure
services are provided. There are 29 independent living centers in California. In serving
as a hub for Disability services, this program assists with vital information and direct
services for government benefits. In addition, there is a personal service department
that advocates and assists with in-home support. CALIF has 2 housing coordinators that
assist with applications and related advocacy. CALIF centers also offer a Durable
Medical Equipment (DME) in-house repair program and public education to address

5/15/2025 Commission on Disability Meeting Minutes



Agenda Packet | Page 5 of 9

discrimination in the community. The presenters went on to explain CALIF's assistive
technology division has programs that may provide iPads with technology to help one
speak through that app.

CALIF works with DDAR and FEMA to provide emergency information, resources and
assistance before and after a disaster. During the recent Palisades fire, DDAR
individually reached out to more than 800 people with Disabilities within hours of the
fire to conduct service needs and assessment. DDAR also arranged hotel stays,
transportation, and food assistance for those affected by the fire. They assisted in
keeping medical devices operational through energy and back up battery support in
addition to providing gift cards and propane and generating equipment for people. They
work directly with the Los Angeles Emergency Management Department (EMD) and
stakeholders to identify and address potential issues before they escalate. For more
information, CALIF is located at 634 South Spring Street on the second floor. Phone
number, (213) 627-0477. CALIF does not require referrals for service.

Commissioner Bitonte asked if CALIF offered housing facilities on-site. Michael
Martinez responded “No”; transition services for exiting from an institution are offered.
In response to CALIF noting services for both Disability and Aging communities,
Commissioner Cable stated she thought that Independent Living Centers only work with
people with disabilities. Lilly Sanchez responded that CALIF services are for ALL types
of medical conditions and ages. Commissioner Cable also asked if older adults have to
identify as a person with disability for services? Lilly Sanchez responded, No, but for
specific core services, they would have to identify as having a Disability. Commissioner
Tagawa asked how many personnel were involved in the emergency call center as part of
the outreach? Ben Kahn responded 14.

No action taken, for informational purposes only.

Item Five (5) - Review and Approval of the Updated Bylaws of the
Commission on Disability

The Commission on Disability will review and consider approval of the updated Bylaws of
the Commission on Disability.
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Action Taken: Commissioner Bitonte moved and President Tagawa seconded to approve
the Commission Bylaws with amendments from Commissioners. The motion passed
unanimously.

Item Six (6) - Opening of the Commission on Disability Officer
Elections for FY 2025-26

The Commission on Disability Officer Election process will be opened. A brief overview
of the requirements and deadlines will be shared with the Commission, and
Commissioners may nominate and self-nominate for the officer positions of: President
and Vice President.

Commissioner Barrios nominated herself for Vice President.
President Tagawa was nominated for President by Commissioner Barrios.
Commissioner Cabanban was nominated for Vice President by President Tagawa.

Executive Director Simon reminded the Commission that nominations will close at the
July Commission Meeting before voting begins.

No action taken, for informational purposes only.

Item Seven (7) - Ad Hoc Committee Updates

The current ad hoc committees - Commission Bylaws and Advocacy, Disability Culture
and Legacy, Aviation and Transportation Network Companies, Accessible Infrastructure
and Communication, Housing Equity - will provide work plan updates and written
recommendations, if any, which the Commission may choose to act upon.

The Ad Hoc Committees provided the following updates:
e Ad Hoc Committee 1 (Commission Bylaws and Advocacy):
o Commissioner Cabanban reported the Commission’s updated Bylaws were
approved with amendments during the May 15th Commission meeting.
e Ad Hoc Committee 2 (Disability Culture and Legacy):
o Commissioner Cable discussed with staff from the Department of Cultural
Affairs the possibility of creating a mural celebrating disability culture and
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informed the Commission that DCA is interested in working with the
Commission on the mural.
e Ad Hoc Committee 3 (Aviation and Transportation Network Companies (TNCs):
o No update provided
e Ad Hoc Committee 4 (Accessible Infrastructure and Communication)
o No update provided
e Ad Hoc Committee 5 (Housing Equity):
o No update provided

Item Eight (8) - Executive Director’s Report

The Department on Disability (DOD) Executive Director, Stephen David Simon, and/or
other department staff will provide an update on items relating to Department activities,
metrics, budget, planning, and/or other relevant issues.

DOD Executive Director Stephen David Simon provided the following information as part
of his Executive Director’s Report:

e Budget and Mayor’s Office Updates
o Noted the status of efforts to retain Department on Disability staff.
o Noted that three Special Studies were requested by the Budget and
Finance Committee and DOD will work on the reports. There is no specific
due date:
m Games Access Updates and Information
e Report on the resources, including staff and other
expenses, that the Department on Disability would need to
comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
regulations and prepare for large scale events such as the
2026 World Cup and 2028 Games.
m Web & Accessible Access Updates and Information
e Report on the staffing needs for the Department on Disability
and Information Technology Agency (ITA) to comply with the
Americans with Disabilities Act’s (ADA) “Final Rule” on web
and mobile application accessibility requirements by the
April 2026 deadline.
m Fee Study Information
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e Report on the feasibility of establishing a fee for service
program for Disability to ensure that physical improvements
and electronic services such as websites are reimbursed by
other City departments, including proprietary departments.

e Legislative Updates
o Reported on the Regional Coordinating Council on Aging and Disability
Update
o Noted a possible June Presentation regarding Federal Disability policy
changes.
e Other Items
o Noted the Public Hearing is scheduled for June 12th 2025, 2pm (Next
Meeting)
m Topic: Emergency Evacuation for People with Disabilities in Greater
Los Angeles
m Location: Edward R. Roybal Board of Public Works Session Room,
200 N Spring Street, Room 350, City Hall (usual location)

No action taken, for information and discussion only.

Item Nine (9) - New Business and Announcements

Announcements from Commissioners and City staff and requested agenda items for
future Commission meetings

e Commissioner Cable stated she will be leaving the Commission as of July. She
expressed how honored and grateful she was to have served with the Commission
on Disability for 5 years.

e Commissioner Hopkins urged all Commissioners to educate the public about the
Department’s June 12th Public Hearing Meeting.

e Commissioner Cabanban announced the 11th Annual Angel City Games will be
held at El Camino College on June 27-29th, 2025 and encouraged all
Commissioners to attend.

e Commissioner Hopkins requested to have revenue information on the budgetary
talks on how the City could improve revenue generation.
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Executive Director Stephen David Simon stated that there have been discussions on this
topic and the amended budget will be released this upcoming Friday.

No action taken, for discussion only.

Item Ten (10) - Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at approximately 4:19 P.M.
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