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Special Meeting Minutes (Amended) 

City of Los Angeles Commission on Disability 

Thursday, April 17, 2025 

2:00 P.M. 

City Controller Conference Room 

Room 351 

Los Angeles City Hall East 

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

Zoom Video Conference 

Commissioners Present: 

Akiko Tagawa, President 

Mary Grace A. Barrios, 1st Vice President 

Myrna Cabanban, 2nd Vice President 

Candace Cable, Secretary 

Robert Bitonte, Commissioner 

Jorge E. Acevedo, Commissioner 

Iran Hopkins, Commissioner 

Alisa Schlesinger, Commissioner 

Robert Williams, Commissioner 

Commissioners Absent: 

None 
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City Staff Present: 

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability 

Alison Everett, Assistant Executive Director, Department on Disability 

Chris Lee, City Attorney’s Office 

Nicole Gougis, City Attorney’s Office 

Kayvon Wroten, Department on Disability 

Salina Goytia, Department on Disability 

Peter Soto, Department on Disability 

Gail Delgado-Huezo, Department on Disability 

Item One (1) -Request for Remote Participation Option Pursuant to 

Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a) 

In accordance with Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a) members may now notify 

the commission of their need to participate remotely for just cause or request the 

commission to allow them to participate in the meeting remotely due to emergency 

circumstances, if they haven’t already done so, including a general description of the 

circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely. The provisions of this 

subdivision shall not be used by any member of the commission or more than two 

meetings per calendar year. The member shall publicly disclose at the meeting before 

any action is taken whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in 

the room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature of the 

member’s relationship with any such individuals. The member shall participate through 

both audio and visual technology. 

Action Taken: There were no Commission members attending the Commission on 

Disability meeting remotely. No action required by the Commission on Disability. 
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Item Two (2) - Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Commission will review the minutes of the March 2025 special meeting and vote to 

approve. 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the March 2025 regular meeting and voted to 

approve them. 

Action Taken: The Commission approved the minutes for the March 2025 regular 

meeting. 

Item Three (3) - Public Comment 

For items not on today’s agenda, but under the Commission’s jurisdiction, members of 

the public who wish to speak on items shall be allowed to speak for up to two minutes 

per item up to a total of five minutes per meeting. 

Public comment was provided on the following topics applicable to the Commission’s 

scope of work: 

● 2 Comments regarding Public Right of way access adjacent to the Church of at 

the Scientology 

● 1 Commenter regarding policing, mental health, and over-policing of vulnerable 

populations 

No action taken, information purposes only. 

Item Four (4) - Presentation from the Department of Cultural Affairs 

The Department of Cultural Affairs will present information about the Department's 

programs and services, as well as the Cultural Affairs Commission. This presentation will 

provide documentation on the accommodations provided to participants and 

constituents, and will initiate discussion on opportunities and ideas to explore furthering 

accessibility and creating new collaborations. 
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Juan Garcia, Acting Director of Marketing and Development, Public Information Director 

and Erin Aguilar provided a presentation on Department of Cultural Affairs programs and 

services, as well as the Cultural Affairs Commission. Mr. Garcia handed out a copy of the 

DCA’s most recent annual report which gave information about the department, funding 

sources, and types of services and programs offered. Mr. Garcia stated there are six 

divisions that operate the DCA; Public Art, Performing Arts, Community Arts, Grants 

Administration, General Administrative & Support Program, and Marketing, 

Development, Design, & Digital research. Mr. Garcia also discussed the Commission, 

and grantees and funding to various groups, including the Disability community and 

unhoused groups. Mr. Garcia also discussed some of the events the DCA have marketed 

such as ReelAbilities and the Abilities Expo, as well as the hearing and visual 

accommodations being put in place broadly at events. 

Erin Aguilar stated that the DCA’s goals are creating more employment opportunities 

and artist opportunities, and transportation, as well as training of current staff through 

certification programs geared towards disability employment. The DCA hopes the 

Department will assist in identifying outlets and organizations to better reach, 

communicate and present to the Disabilities community the DCA’s arts administration 

and artist opportunities. In addition to refining the DCA’s outreach for job placement for 

artists, DCA plans to standardize ADA accommodations for DCA physical and virtual 

sites, and increase partnerships with local organizations. The DCA partners or manages 

spaces with Veterans Affairs, Tierra Del Sol, and the National Arts and Disability Center. 

Commissioner Cable noted the Ad Hoc Committee, Disability Culture and Legacy, asked 

for the presentation and thanked the presenters. She also noted the upcoming 

Paralympic Games with no designated Paralympic Olympiad, and asked if there any 

plans to include such. She also asked if there was an opportunity for commissioning or 

requesting a mural depicting the history of the Disability movement and recognizing 

persons with Disabilities, possibly including former Commissioner, Betty R. Wilson. 

Commissioner Cabanban noted the Commission would like to explore naming an annual 

award after a person with a Disability. 

Commissioner Hopkins noted that the DCA can serve as a bridge to the LA28 Games 

around terminology and include Paralympics and inclusive language when referring to 

the upcoming 2028 Olympic and Paralympic games. 

April 17, 2025 Commission on Disability Meeting Minutes 



     

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Agenda Packet | Page 5 of 9 

President Tagawa noted Commissioner Hopkins' request and mentioned a separate COD 

terminology guide regarding addressing persons with disabilities, which had been 

shared broadly throughout the City and it is a publicly accessible document that is 

currently available on the DOD website. She noted a previous event at Barnsdale Park 

and explained how fellow Commissioners encountered accessibility barriers at that event 

and to include mobility considerations, in addition to the presentation-mentioned visual 

and hearing accessibility. 

Commissioner Hopkins provided context on the City charted transportation that was not 

accessible. She went on to state that the City should be sure to only contract with 

businesses that can provide full accessibility. Considering the scale of the Olympics and 

Paralympics, this is especially important for persons with Disabilities. 

Executive Director Stephen David Simon noted that the DCA’s list of accessibility goals 

is the most comprehensive of any City department, and noted their on-going partnership 

with the DOD and pursuing access vehemently. 

The DCA representatives were receptive to the numerous suggestions and will reconnect 

with the COD and the DOD to pursue planning. 

No action taken, for informational purposes only. 

Item Five (5) - Review and Action of the Updated Bylaws of the 

Commission on Disability 

The Commission on Disability will review and consider approval of the updated Bylaws of 

the Commission on Disability 

Commissioner Bitonte moved and Commissioner Williams seconded to postpone this 

item until the City Attorney's Office reviews and makes adjustments to the Draft Bylaws 

document, then have it come to the Commissioners for review and action. The motion 

passed. 
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Item Six (6) - Ad Hoc Committee Updates 
The current ad hoc committees - Commission Bylaws and Advocacy, Disability Culture 

and Legacy, Aviation and Transportation Network Companies, Accessible Infrastructure 

and Communication, Housing Equity - will provide work plan updates and written 

recommendations, if any, which the Commission may choose to act upon. 

The Ad Hoc Committees provided the following updates: 

● Ad Hoc Committee 1 (Commission Bylaws and Advocacy): 

○ The ad hoc committee presented the draft of its proposed revisions of the 

Commission Bylaws during the April meeting. After discussion, the 

Commission referred the bylaws back to the ad hoc committee for 

additional changes. 

● Ad Hoc Committee 2 (Disability Culture and Legacy): 

○ The ad hoc committee reported that it has been researching the process 

for naming a street, office, or building after former Commissioner Betty 

Wilson. 

○ The commission received a presentation from the Department of Cultural 

Affairs about its programs and efforts to advance accessibility and 

inclusion in collaboration with the disability community. 

● Ad Hoc Committee 3 (Aviation and Transportation Network Companies (TNCs)): 

○ The ad hoc committee reported that the LAX airport arrivals and 

departures now have well marked accessible parking areas and 

commended the members of the LAWA Airport Access Advisory 

Committee for their work on this issue. 

● Ad Hoc Committee 4 (Accessible Infrastructure and Communication): 
○ No update provided 

● Ad Hoc Committee 5 (Housing Equity): 

○ Commissioner Bitonte reported that he provided Department staff with 

copies of prior Commission documents about the mobile SSI program. 

President Tagawa requested that the ad hoc committee draft a 

recommendation about the mobile SSI program for Commission 

consideration at an upcoming meeting and noted that the documents 

should be included in the agenda packet for that meeting. 
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Item Seven (7) - Executive Director’s Report 
The Department on Disability Executive Director, Stephen David Simon, and/or other 

department staff will provide an update on items relating to Department activities, 

metrics, budget, planning, and/or other relevant issues. 

Executive Director Stephen David Simon provided the following information as part of 

his Executive Director’s Report: 

● Web and mobile app training for the City is occurring this month. The City has 

until April of next year to be compliant on all websites and mobile apps. 

● Submitted CalTrans Annual ADA Certification. Ensures that capital projects and 

maintenance continue to receive CalTrans funding and are complying with the 

ADA. The COD’s General Services Division (GSD) Budget Request assisted with 

obtaining budget allowances for ADA specialists to be hired. New form 9C is 

incoming and due July 1st and will work with the City Attorney’s office to compete. 

● The Durable Medical Equipment (DME) program has exhausted its funding and is 

paused. We will continue to fill current requests. This program will be advocated 

for during the Budget process. 

● RENEW 2025: LA Cultural Forum on Disability Community Engagement 

○ DCA hosting 

■ Rec and Parks, Transportation, and DOD will be presenting. 

■ Regarding Inclusion and accessibility through the arts programs 

that are related to the The Games 

○ Tuesday, April 29 · 9am - 4pm The California Endowment 1000 North 

Alameda Street Los Angeles, CA 90012. Website: DCA event 

● LA Aging and Disabilities Collaborative (co-hosted by DOD and SCRS-IL) 

○ Happened Tuesday, April, 1st at CA Endowment 

○ Commissioners attended Barrios, Cable 

○ Hector Ochella, CD1 County LACCOD 

○ Carlos Benivetes, LACCOD President 

● Response to Commissioner Schelsinger and Hopkins: DASD team communicating 

to County and State Real Estate bodies to in turn communicate to their own 

members not to create accessibility issues on sidewalks through signage/ad 

placement. 

● State of The City Speech: 04/21/25. Sometime after, Budget will be shared. 

○ It is not known what will be in our Budget section. This is irregular. 
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○ Executive team has plans in place to begin response process, covering 

operations, programs, and scope of changes/likely consequences including 

responding to Katy Yaroslavsky, Budget and Fin. Comm. Chair, and Civil 

Rights, Equity, Immigration, Aging & Disability Committee (CREAID) 

○ Likely large cuts to budget 

○ June 13th is projected budget finalization date 

Commissioner Bitonte recognized the upcoming possible budgetary constraints, notes 

that the ADA does not change, and the need to be able to meet the requirements of the 

ADA, and that the City government must know that. How do we ensure compliance is 

continued? He suggested researching and having a partnership with outside bodies to 

support enforcement. 

Commissioner Williams supported the collecting and usage of metrics, for example, in 

regards to the many individuals assisted by the Durable Medical Equipment (DME) 

program. He also requested further information regarding the State of the City address. 

Executive Director Stephen David Simon responded regarding Metrics, that the DOD had 

finally completed staffing of the administration team, and that low-staffing in the past 

was a hurdle to gathering data before. Also notes that the AIDS Coordinators Office 

(ACO) had consistently maintained metrics regarding their various programs, as had the 

(SETP) program. 

Item Eight (8) - New Business and Announcements 
Announcements from Commissioners and DOD staff as well as follow-up items from this 

or previous commission meetings to be presented at the next meeting. 

President Tagawa announced the Commission Meeting for June will be on June 12th, 

due to the Juneteenth holiday. 

Commissioner Cable announced the LA Controller has an Instagram Account, which has 

been helping in understanding the budget. Tonight at 8PM the Controller will review the 

budget. 

Commissioner Cabanban congratulated the DOD staff for their showing at the Abilities 

Expo. 
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No action taken, for informational purposes only. 

Item Nine (9) - Adjournment 
Adjournment  

President Tagawa moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:22 P.M. 
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