
Regular Meeting Minutes 

City of Los Angeles Commission on Disability 

Thursday, March 20, 2025 
2:00 P.M. 

Edward R. Roybal Board of Public Works Session Room 

Room 350 

Los Angeles City Hall  

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

Zoom Video Conference 

Commissioners Present: 

Akiko Tagawa, President 

Mary Grace A. Barrios, 1st Vice President 

Candace Cable, Secretary 
Robert Bitonte, Commissioner 

Jorge E. Acevedo, Commissioner 
Iran Hopkins, Commissioner 

Alisa Schlesinger, Commissioner 
Robert Williams, Commissioner 

Commissioners Absent: 

Myrna Cabanban, 2nd Vice President 
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City Staff Present: 

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability 

Alison Everett, Assistant Executive Director, Department on Disability 

Ricky Rosales, AIDS Coordinator 

Ian Thompson, Director of Administrative Services Division 

Chris Lee, City Attorney’s Office 

Kayvon Wroten, DOD Staff 

Salina Goytia, DOD Staff 

Peter Soto, DOD Staff 

Gail Delgado-Huezo, Staff 

Other City Departments: 

Guests: 

Item One (1) - Request for Remote Participation Option Pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a) 

In accordance with Government Code Section 54953(e)(2)(a) members may now notify 

the commission of their need to participate remotely for just cause or request the 

commission to allow them to participate in the meeting remotely due to emergency 

circumstances, if they haven’t already done so, including a general description of the 

circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely. The provisions of this 

subdivision shall not be used by any member of the commission or more than two 

meetings per calendar year. The member shall publicly disclose at the meeting before 

any action is taken whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in 

the room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature of the 

member’s relationship with any such individuals. The member shall participate through 

both audio and visual technology. 

March 20, 2025 Commission on Disability Meeting Minutes 

Commission on Disability 

Agenda Meeting Minutes | March 20, 2025 
Page 2 of 9 



Action Taken: Commissioner Barrios requested to attend the Commission on Disability 

meeting remotely. The Commission on Disability voted to accept their remote 

participation through both audio and visual technology.  

The Commission on Disability voted to approve unanimously. 

Item Two (2) - Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Commission will review the minutes of the February 2025 regular meeting and vote 

to approve the February 2025 regular meeting minutes.   

Action Taken: Commissioner Williams moved to approve, and Commissioner Cable 

seconded the motion approve the February 2025 regular meeting minutes.  

The Commission approved the minutes for the February 2025 regular meeting, with 

Commissioner Bitonte abstaining.  

Item Three (3) - Public Comment on Items not on the Agenda 

For items not on today’s agenda, but under the Commission’s jurisdiction, members of 

the public who wish to speak on items shall be allowed to speak for up to two minutes 

per item up to a total of five minutes per meeting. 

Public comment was provided on the following topics applicable to the Commission’s 

scope of work: 

● Public right of way accessibility along W. Sunset Blvd.

● Complaint regarding lack of enforcement around ADA rights from the COD.

● Perceived lack of enforcement on ADA rights from COD.

● Multiple constituents praised the COD and its staff for its efforts in

accessibility in Los Angeles along with the attention to detail during the

public meetings and minutes.
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● Appreciation for accessibility of Commission on Disability meetings for

people with Disabilities.

No action taken, for informational purposes only. 

Item Four (4) - Rescheduling of the June Commission on Disability 
Meeting 

The Commission will discuss and approve the rescheduling of the June Commission on 

Disability Meeting. Options of rescheduling are 1. Cancel the June Meeting and have 

elections in May. 2. Cancel the June meeting and have elections in July. 3. Reschedule 

the June meeting to Thursday, June 12th.  

Executive Director Simon provided background information regarding the June 

meeting falling on the Juneteenth Holiday and how the City will be largely closed. 

Executive Director Simon also provided context that May will be the Public 

Hearing Meeting, so continuing with a rescheduled June meeting is useful. 

Commissioner Hopkins moved to reschedule the June Commission on Disability 

Meeting to Thursday June 12th, 2025. Same time and location. Commissioner 

Bitointe seconded the motion. Commissioner Williams noted he had a prior 

commitment and will not be available for attendance. Commissioner Bitonte 

asked that any Commissioners not able to attend on the rescheduled day be 

excused and not counted as absent. Commissioner Schlesinger noted that she 

had a prior commitment and will not be available to attend the June meeting. 

Commissioner Bitonte noted he may have a prior commitment and will not be 

available to attend the June meeting. All other Commissioners present indicate 

they are available. Yes from the Commission with exceptions: Schlesinger, 

Bitonte, and Williams, abstain. MOTION PASSED. 

No action taken, for informational purposes only. 

Item Five (5) - Ad Hoc Committee Updates 
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The current ad hoc committees - Commission Bylaws and Advocacy, Disability Culture 

and Legacy, Aviation and Transportation Network Companies (TNCs), Accessible 

Infrastructure and Communication, Housing Equity - provided work plan updates and 

written recommendations, if any, which the Commission may choose to act upon.  

Ad Hoc Committee #1, Commission Bylaws and Advocacy reported that they 

completed the draft of their proposed revisions to the Commission Bylaws. Ad 

Hoc Committee #2, Disability Culture and Legacy, #3, Aviation and Transportation 

Network Companies (TNCs), #4, Accessible Infrastructure and Communication 

and Ad Hoc Committee #5, Housing Equity, had no updates for their Ad Hoc 

Committees for the month of March. 
Commissioner Barrios spoke to the Commissions’ support at the Abilities Expo 

event and the need to always share and conduct outreach to support this event, 

stating it was more organized and accessible. 

Item Six (6) - Executive Director’s Report 

The Department on Disability Executive Director, Stephen David Simon, and/or other 

department staff will provide an update on items relating to Department activities, 

metrics, budget, planning, and/or other relevant issues.  

Executive Director Simon provided the following information as part of his 

Executive Director’s Report: 

● Noted that Abilities Expo was well attended, and that the event will likely

move to Long Beach in 2026 due to scheduling needs. Executive Director

Simon also attended the Aging and Disability Council Meeting, and how

the Department on Disability is pursuing having a representative speak to

the Commission on Disability (COD) in the coming months.

● Highlighted the Disability and Aging Collaborative happening on Tuesday,

April 1st, where a discussion will be had regarding various facets of the

January 2025 Fire Emergency event, response, and recovery. The event will

also be a space for taking information. COD Liaison, Kayvon Wroten shared

comments and thanks from Blanca Haldek for attending the Abilities Expo,

March 7th, 8th, and 9th. She also provided a notice of the incoming survey

regarding their Abilities Expo experience, via email.
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● Asked Ricky Rosales, AIDS Coordinator, to provide information and

updates on the AIDS Coordinators Office.

○ Ricky Rosales provided an update on federal issues likely to impact

LA County and LA City. The Federal Government plans to eliminate

all HIV funding nationwide, which will severely impact the work this

office and others have pursued for the last 40 years. Impacted

services include HIV testing, STI testing and treatment,

pre-exposure and post-exposure prophylactics, as well as many non

profits which are funded via the Federal Government. Details have

not been released as of yet, the reported proposal is that the

Centers for Disease Control and Health and Human Services will be

merged, but HHS does not have the historical purview or knowledge

to provide relevant services.

● Noted the AIDS program for the City of LA, usually funded at 1-1.8mil,

faced the prospect of being cut an additional 300k. Fortunately a measure

was introduced by council to prevent that, and passed.

● Asked Ian Thompson, Director of Administrative Services Division to

provide information about the Departments Budget.

○ Ian Thomson shared a brief overview of the status of the projected

Department’s budget. He noted the reported $1 billion budget gap

and stated he’d received no formal information on how that will

impact the Department of Disability, but it will likely have some

impact. He also noted that on February 24th, 2025, there was an

initial preliminary budget meeting with the Office of the City

Administrative Officer (CAO)to review an initial proposal of the

budget, where he stressed changes are likely to happen. The base

budget, which is the general operating cost of the department, was

tentatively approved. The student worker program, DME program,

ADA web and mobile accessibility budgets were approved as

positions as well. Ian then goes on to explain, if these positions

were cut, this would tentatively reduce expense accounts

significantly, noting that similar cuts happened previously. The

Department was directed to put in requests regarding the 2026

World Cup and LA28 Games, which may not be funded directly at

this time. The total proposed budget would be over about 3-5%

over what the DOD budget was last year. Ian noted that April 21st,

2025 the publication from the Mayor’s Office Budget will be
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available, followed by a 1-2 week period for the Council Committee 

discussion and testimony. A public letter will be submitted prior to 

that outlining department priorities, and it will be shared with 

Council Offices as well. By the end of May, we should have a budget 

for the next fiscal year (July 2025 - June 2026). 

● Mentioned the CAO presented the mid-year financial status report to the

full City Council, and noted significant gaps in the budget. The starting gap

was $61 million, an additional revenue gap now with $315 million, and

increase in liabilities claims of an additional $100 million than what was

expected.

● Stressed the need to restore our reserve funds which is a low number of

$275 million to get close to what our minimum was. Including $80 million

in solid waste subsidy. Solid waste and trash pickup which has been

without increase in a number of years, creating an additional $80 million

gap. Additional pension costs, due to the renegotiated employee contracts

this past year, and an additional $100 million, which comes to

approximately $1 billion.  Additionally, the City is  planning for anticipated

and unanticipated changes in federal funding. The CAO received a letter

from the Mayor’s Office with directives to reduce liability cost, to change

the number, structure, and responsibilities of the departments to focus on

the City's work and critical services to reduce contract expenses, realize

payroll, and benefit savings, preserve the reserve fund and make structural

reforms. Our Department is awaiting the new blue book that will list

projected budget and recommendations.

● Speculated the possibility that the conversation about consolidating City

departments comes up again, for example the merging of departments

such as the Department on Disability and the Department of Aging, and/or

possibly LA Civil Rights. Commissioner Bitonte requested metrics in

regards to services, accessibility issues, met or not met, the need of which

being that it is not feasible to do with the budget as it stands.

Commissioner Hopkins stated the budget discussion appears to not focus

on revenue, such as citations which should be enforced. She then noted

commercial (illegal) cannabis operations, and that landlords are

responsible for a $10 daily fee if providing space to non-compliant

vendors. She encouraged the Department to collaborate with other

departments to meet enforcement obligations. Also noting the Parking

Placard abuse, as another example. Commissioner Bitonte noted
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enforcement agencies, such as the City Attorney’s office, are also likely to 

be impacted by budget cuts, and will likely be short staffed and have 

difficulty meeting the needs.  

Item Seven (7) - New Business and Announcements 

Announcements from Commissioners, DOD staff, and guests, as well as follow-up items 

from this or previous commission meetings to be presented at the next meeting. 

Executive Director Simon reported on the ongoing reports of issues at the 

intersection of Soto and Marengo Streets. The Bureau of Street Services and 

CalTrans are partner organizations, and they're planning to install curb ramps at 

the intersections. Construction will commence in the Winter of 25-26. 

Commissioner Hopkins asks that the Mobile SSI documents regarding Mobile 

SSI clinics be recirculated with Commissioner Bitonte’s updates. Commissioner 

Schlesinger stated she’d received complaints from constituents regarding 

realtors placing open house signage on sidewalks creating barriers. She noted 

the budget constraints and is open to novel approaches. Commissioner Hopkins 

offered paths of contacting the various licensing or associations regarding the 

need for access requirements/good neighbor best practices. Assistant Executive 

Director Everett shared that sidewalk access issues can be reported through 

MyLA311 under a public right of way investigation  for illegal sign removal. She 

noted the system will be transitioning to a new platform next week. Service 

requests will include a question to constituents asking whether the issue is a 

disability barrier that is being submitted by or on behalf of an individual with a 

disability,  which will also provide the City with greater context for metrics. 

Commissioner Hopkins suggested a generating PSA for the realtor sidewalk 

barriers. Commissioner Barrios requested City Attorney Chris Lee to 

communicate with Hydee Feldstein Soto on the issues that have been brought to 

the Commission - the access issues around the Scientology building, and the 

Soto and Marengo intersection, and provide guidance to the Ad Hoc Committee, 

Infrastructure and Accessibility on how to resolve these issues. Commissioner 

Schelsinger requested a comprehensive way to send out a public reminder or way 

to broadly remind the industry of the need to stop creating sidewalk barriers. 

Commissioner Bitonte asked if it is conceivable that the City assign a City 
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Attorney to the Department for enforcement and explore the funds that might be 

associated with enforcement. Commissioner Cable noted that several months 

ago, the 4th Street corners did not have curb ramps, but in collaboration with 

Natalie Sparrow, Bureau of Engineering, complaints were filed with the Bureau of 

Street Services. The ramps were included in the original design so Willett's 

settlement funds couldn't be utilized but she’d recently received an email from 

the Principal City Engineer with Streets LA, that said the curb ramp will be added 

to the curtain design and construction list, and noted the general atmosphere 

seems positive and progressive to remedying the obstruction. President Tagawa 

shared that she will be walking with County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell to focus 

on Mobility Justice. Info available at website. Commissioner Williams thanked 

Commissioner Cable for her work around bringing attention to language best 

practices for The Games, and hopes the DOD continues to do so.  

No action taken, for informational purposes only. 

Item Eight (8) - Adjournment 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:43 P.M. 

Commissioner Williams moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Bitonte 

seconded the motion. 
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