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Regular Meeting Minutes

City of Los Angeles Commission on Disability

Thursday, February 20, 2025
2:00 P.M.

Edward R. Roybal Board of Public Works Session Room
Room 350
Los Angeles City Hall
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Zoom Video Conference

Commissioners Present:

Akiko Tagawa, President
Mary Grace A. Barrios, 1st Vice President
Myrna Cabanban, 2nd Vice President

Candace Cable, Secretary

Jorge E. Acevedo, Commissioner

Iran Hopkins, Commissioner
Alisa Schlesinger, Commissioner
Robert Williams, Commissioner

Commissioners Absent:

Robert Bitonte, Commissioner
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City Staff Present:

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability
Alison Everett, Assistant Executive Director, Department on Disability
Chris Lee, City Attorney’s Office

Kayvon Wroten, DOD Staff

Salina Goytia, DOD Staff

Peter Soto, DOD Staff

Gail Delgado-Huezo Staff

Other City Departments:

Guests:

Benjamin Alcazar, LA Metro Sr. Director, Civil Rights Programs Office of Civil Rights /
Racial Equity / Diversity & Inclusion
Hector Gutierrez, LA Metro Sr. Manager, Office of Strategic Innovation

Item One (1) - Request for Teleconference Option Pursuant to AB
2449

In accordance with AB 2449 Section 2(a)(i) members may now notify the legislative body
of their need to participate remotely for just cause, if they haven’t already done so,
including a general description of the circumstances relating to their need to appear
remotely. The provisions of this clause shall not be used by any member of the
legislative body for more than two meetings per calendar year.

Action Taken: There were no Commission members attending the Commission on
Disability meeting virtually. No action required by the Commission on Disability.
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Item Two (2) - Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes

The Commission will review the minutes of the January 2025 regular meeting and vote

to approve them.

DOD Commissioners reviewed the January 2025 minutes then voted and approved the
minutes.

Action Taken: The Commission approved the minutes for the January 2025 regular

meeting.

Item Three (3) - Public Comment on Items not on the Agenda

For items not on today’s agenda, but under the Commission’s jurisdiction, members of

the public who wish to speak on items shall be allowed to speak for up to two minutes

per item up to a total of five minutes per meeting.

Constituent thanked the COD and said she was finally heard regarding sidewalk
obstruction issues with the Church of Scientology planters.

Constituent who is paraplegic, former Dip Tap Director, and familiar with issues
with Title II discrimination and violations addressed psychiatric and cognitive
disorders with individuals who are in encampments.

Constituent addressed the Church of Scientology’s over 200 planters obstructing
the walkway, paratransit dropoffs, and the walkway to Kaiser Hospital and thanked
the Commission for hearing their complaints.

Constituent stated he witnessed a woman who got stuck on a planter in front of
the Church of Scientology building who are blocking the public right of way.

Constituent who suffers from Long Covid and advocated for City Hall to be lighted
in Teal on March 15th, to align with inclusion and disability rights related to Covid
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impacts. This is part of the broader movement and asked for support on this
matter.

Constituent addressed the Church of Scientology violating the blocking the public
right of way for pedestrians.

Constituent addressed the Church of Scientology building and members of the
organization and stated they are hurting the most vulnerable in our society.

No action taken, information purposes only.

Item Four (4) - Presentation from Los Angeles Metro

Benjamin Alcazar, Office of Civil Rights / Racial Equity / Diversity & Inclusion, Office of
Chief of Staff and Hector Gutierrez, Senior Manager, Office of Strategic Innovation, LA
Metro will discuss accessible transportation for the 2026 World Cup and 2028 Olympics
and Paralympics, and the plan for the LAX/Metro Transit Center and how it connects to
the LAX Automated People Mover Train System.

Hector Gutierrez shared the accessibility aspects of the LA28 Games and gave an
update on Metro Transit Center. There will be 60 days of operations for the
Olympics and Paralympics. Planning is underway for routes, accessible
transportation and traffic management as the games start and end in Los
Angeles. A Mobility Concept Plan is in the works as the games approach through
a combination of different partners and stakeholders. So far, $ 139 million in
funds has been secured through a connecting communities grant. A strategy is in
development to have accessible and equitable transportation to get travelers to
the various venues in a safe manner. Benjamin Alcazar's presentation had issues
with sound and was not audible in the introduction. Mr. Alcazar presented the
LAX Metro Transit Center located on 96th and Aviation. This is part of the K line
transit and the first facility in Metro that has hands-free activation. He covered
accessible mobile wayfinding applications as guidance assistance throughout a
station and made it easy to have successful full trips.
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Commissioner Cable thanked the presenters and requested the universal design
strategy and mobility concept plan. Commissioner Tagawa asked about people
with hidden disabilities and how Metro manages these needs. Hector Gutierrez
replied, there is Disability training, assistance strategies, and volunteers to help
with this segment of the population. Executive Director Simon thanked the
presenters and asked about the timeline for the LAX MTC Metro Connector and
mentioned the possibility of scheduling a site visit. The timeline for this project
completion is for Summer 2025. Commissioner Cabanban asked if there are any
concrete definitive plans instead of planned projects, what is in place now?
Hector Gutierrez mentioned the roles, responsibilities and actions included in the
accessibility strategy. The wayfinder application is currently in the demonstration
version. Commissioner Hopkins asked about estimates on spectator demand for
accessible transit service during the game. Hector Gutierrez stated that the living
model continues to evolve and work in coordination with services, to anticipate
needs to have accessible pick-up shuttles until arrival to the secure perimeter.
Commissioner Mary Grace Barrios asked LA Metro if it is possible to have a
comprehensive timeline from where we are now all up to implementation? Hector
Gutierrez stated that there are now some parts that are in operations and other
pieces are still in development and still working to get ready.

Public Commenter 1: Constituent who uses Metro stated that Hollywood and
Highland always has a broken elevator and her chair was damaged by Metro.

Public Commenter 2: Constituent who uses a wheelchair worked on previous
events and offered suggestions on how to allow for a positive path to travel and
precommunication and demand for accessible restrooms.

Public Commenter 3: Complained on how elevators are consistently out of order
and it takes too long for repair.

Public Commenter 4: Complained on Metro and the history of broken elevators
and the need for monitoring. The Accessibility and Advisory committee does not
meet regularly and there is a need for bigger membership.

Public Commenter 5: Addressed accessibility and clean indoor air on public
transit for the LA28 Games. He stated how the subway is a breeding ground for
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airborne illnesses and is requesting air filters and air changes be made in order
to keep riders safe. He also advocated for City Hall to be lighted in Teal to align
with inclusion and disability rights related to Covid impacts.

Item Five (5) - Ad Hoc Committee Updates

The current ad hoc committees - Commission Bylaws and Advocacy, Disability Culture
and Legacy, Aviation and Transportation Network Companies (TNCs), Accessible
Infrastructure and Communication, Housing Equity - provided work plan updates and
written recommendations, if any, which the Commission may choose to act upon.

Ad Hoc Committee #1, Commission Bylaws and Advocacy drafted a letter to Deputy
Mayor Shockley requesting that City Officials, offices, and department use standardized
disability inclusive language and provided three guidelines as options for the
Commission to select to attach to the letter. The Commission reviewed and discussed
the draft letter recommending disability inclusive language and the United Nations
attachment and moved to approve the letter and the UN Language Guidelines as an
attachment. Commissioner Barrios made a motion to approve the letter with DOD staff
edits and the amendment proposed by Commissioner Hopkins and the attachment of
the UN Language Guidelines. Ad Hoc Committee #2, Disability Culture and Legacy had
no updates for the month of February. Ad Hoc Committee #3, Disability Culture and
Legacy, had a presentation from LA Metro regarding transportation service and its
mobility plan for LA28. Ad Hoc Committee #4, Aviation and Transportation Network
Companies (TNCs) drafted a letter of support for the General Services Department’s
Preventative Maintenance Budget Package Request. Commissioner Cabanban made a
motion to approve the letter with DOD staff edits. Ad Hoc Committee #5, Housing Equity
had no updates for the month of February.

Public Commenter 1: Addressed the importance of language and suggested the IOC
International Olympic Committee may have already provided appropriate language
guidance to the City (LA28) and wanted to know if any inquiry has been made to them
and possibly use what's already there.
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No Action Taken, information purposes only.

Item Six (6) - Executive Director’s Report

The Department on Disability Executive Director, Stephen David Simon, and/or other
department staff will provide an update on items relating to Department activities,
metrics, budget, planning, and/or other relevant issues.

Executive Director Simon thanked interpreters and captioners for staying past
their scheduled time. He stated that the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) is at
level 3 and the Department is only continuing to staff the Disaster Resource
Center (DRC). In response to the public comments made regarding sidewalk
planters in the Hollywood area, the Department reached out to the ADA
Coordinator for Pedestrian Rights of Way with the Bureau of Engineering. The
Bureau of Street Services Enforcement Division has been citing the entity, and
additionally the issue was referred to the City Attorney's Office for adjudication. .
The Department on Disability (DOD) Budget hearing is taking place in February
which will cover the recommended budget for this department. Two specific
requests will be games related. A list of DOD events will be provided to
Commissioners. Upcoming events include the Abilities Expo and Angel City
Sports.

Public Commenter 1: Hearing for Emergency Notifications for people with
disabilities

Public Commenter 2: Recommended the City remove the planters as a credit
under the Willits decision

Public Commenter 3: Planters in Hollywood are deliberate attempts to prevent

free speech or protest of survivors.

No Action Taken, information purposes only.

February 20, 2025 Commission on Disability Meeting Minutes



Commission on Disability
Agenda Meeting Minutes | February 20, 2025
Page 8 of 8

Item Seven (7) - New Business and Announcements

Announcements from Commissioners, DOD staff, and guests, as well as follow-up items
from this or previous commission meetings to be presented at the next meeting.

Commissioner Hopkins proposed to schedule the Annual Public Hearing Meeting
in May on the subject recommended by Stephen David Simon of registries for

people with Disabilities in emergency response plans and get feedback from the
public.

No Action Taken, information purposes only.

Item Eight (8) - Adjournment

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at approximately 4:25 P.M.
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