
COMMISSION ON DISABILITY 

MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JULY 18, 2024 2:00 P.M. 
Department on Disability 

Board of Public Works Hearing Room 350, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Zoom Video Conference 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: 

Akiko Tagawa, President 
Jorge E. Acevedo, 2nd Vice President 
Mary Grace A. Barrios, 1st Vice President 
Alisa Schlesinger, Commissioner 
Candace Cable, Commissioner 
Iran Hopkins, Commissioner 
Myrna Cabanban, Commissioner 
Robert Williams, Commissioner 

Robert Bitonte, Commissioner 
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DEPARTMENT ON DISABILITY: 

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability 

OTHER CITY DEPARTMENTS: 

GUESTS: 

Madeline Handy, Outreach Specialist, CalABLE (California Achieving A Better 
Life Program) 

ITEM NO. (1): REQUEST FOR TELECONFERENCE OPTION PURSUANT 

TO AB 2449 

In accordance with AB 2449 Section 2(a)(i) members may now notify the 
legislative body of their need to participate remotely for just cause, if they 
haven’t already done so, including a general description of the circumstances 
relating to their need to appear remotely. The provisions of this clause shall 
not be used by any member of the legislative body for more than two 
meetings per calendar year. 

There were no Commission members attending the Commission on Disability 
meeting virtually. 

Action Taken: No action required by the Commission on Disability. 

ITEM NO. (2): APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the June 2024 regular meeting and 
will vote to approve them. 

Action Taken: The Commission approved the minutes for the June 2024 
regular meeting. 

ITEM NO. (3): PUBLIC COMMENT 
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For items not on today’s agenda, but under the Commission’s jurisdiction, 
members of the public who wish to speak on items shall be allowed to speak 
for up to two minutes per item up to a total of five minutes per meeting. 

No Action Taken: Information Purposes Only. 

ITEM NO. (4): CalABLE PRESENTATION 

Madeline Handy, Outreach Specialist of CalABLE (California Achieving A 
Better Life Program) will present. The CalABLE program launched in 
December 2018, after Governor Brown signed the California ABLE Act. The 
Commission will hear an overview and specifics regarding the savings and 
investment program. 

I. CalABLE is a federal program signed into law in 2014 and a 
tax-advantaged savings and investment program designed to help 
people with disabilities achieve their financial dreams. The money in 
these accounts can be used for qualified disability-related expenses, 
such as education, housing, and transportation. With CalAble a person 
with disabilities can save up to $100,000. Before CalABLE, people 
with disabilities could not save more than $2,000 in their bank 
accounts without the risk of losing their benefits. CalABLE also offers 
8 professionally managed investment portfolios and the ABLE to Work 
program which permits working account owners to contribute above 
the $18,000 annual contribution limit, if they or their employer are not 
contributing to a retirement plan that calendar year. CalAble also offers 
the option to set up a gifting page where anyone who has a link can 
contribute towards set goals, with gift contributions not counted as 
income. To be eligible, a person with disabilities must have a disability 
that began before the age of 26, meeting the eligibility criteria for 
disability benefits like Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social 
Security Disability Insurance (SSDI). Or they can self certify if their 
disability is on the SSA List of Compassionate Allowances or Blue 
Book listing. CalAble Accounts can be opened by the person with a 
disability or an Authorized Legal Representative and the person with 
the disability is always the ABLE account owner and beneficiary of the 
funds. For more information call the CalABLE Service Center at (833) 
225-2253. 

No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only. 
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ITEM NO. (5): COMMISSION ON DISABILITY – ELECTION 

The Commission on Disability Officer Election will be held. Commissioners 
may nominate and self-nominate for the officer positions of: President, 1st 
Vice President, 2nd Vice President, and Secretary, followed by a roll call vote. 

I. New officers are Akiko Tagawa for President, Mary Grace A. Barrios 
for 1st Vice President, Myrna Cabanban for 2nd Vice President, and 
Candace Cable for Secretary. 

Action Taken: Commissioners voted and elected new officers for the 
2024-2025 fiscal year. 

ITEM NO. (6): COMMISSION COMMITTEE UPDATES 

The four current committees: Disabled Homelessness, Policy and Legislation, 
Transportation and Infrastructure, and Emergency Management will provide 
work plan updates and written recommendations, if any, which the 
Commission may choose to act upon. 

I. Disabled Homelessness and Emergency Management committees 
had no formal updates. On behalf of the Policy and Legislation 
committee, Commissioner Tagawa submitted the first draft letter of 
guidance for language to be used for the LA28 Games. For the 
Transportation and Infrastructure committee, Commissioner Barrios 
stated the committee has continued to work on the list of accessible 
barriers in the City of Los Angeles that she received from the 
Department on Disability. 

Action Taken: Commissioners voted to allow Commissioner Tagawa to edit, 
proof and submit the guidance letter on the Commissions behalf, pending any 
edits or comments provided to the Department on Disability staff from 
Commissioners by July 26th. 

ITEM NO. (7): EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
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Ongoing update on items relating to Department activities, metrics, budget, 
planning, and/or other relevant issues. Presentation is by Stephen David 
Simon, Executive Director and/or other department staff. 

I. The LA28 Games working groups are in preparation for the Olympics 
and the Department on Disability is working with various partners to 
ensure accessibility is built in throughout the event. The Department 
on Disability met with Deputy Mayor Winston and multiple partners to 
discuss the first and last mile and the street design with Alison Everett, 
Assistant Executive Director, Department on Disability. The 
Department on Disability is looking into accessibility and inclusion in 
the film and movie industry. Executive Director Simon participated in a 
film commission meeting discussing what can be done on a city and 
county level to help disability inclusion. He also participated in the LA 
84 foundation celebration of the 40th anniversary of their creation of 
the 84 Olympic Games and Paralympic Exhibition. This event unveiled 
a display of a Candace Cable paralympic wall, featuring 
Commissioner Cable. The wall display will be up for 4 years. Alison 
Everett, Assistant Executive Director for the Department on Disability 
will attend the Paris Games with the Mayor’s delegation and we are 
trying to get full credentialing so she has full access to the venues to 
witness how the city produces their work within the games and makes 
itself accessible. 

No Action Taken: Information Purposes Only. 

ITEM NO. (8): NEW BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements from Commissioners, DOD staff, and guests, as well as 
follow-up items from this or previous commission meetings to be presented at 
the next meeting. 

I. Commissioner Barrios inquired about Commissioner badge access in 
City Hall and would like to have links to the Department on Disability 
updates and news on the Mayors website. Reminded from the 
Department on Disability staff, the Commission Retreat will be held at 
our next meeting, Thursday, August 15th, 2024 at the Joan Palevsky 
Center, located at 717 W Temple St. Los Angeles, CA 90012. 
9am-12pm. 
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No Action Taken: Information Purposes Only. 

ITEM NO. (9): ADJOURNMENT 

MEETING ADJOURNED at APPROXIMATELY 3:20 P.M. 
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