COMMISSION ON DISABILITY

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2024 2:05 P.M.
Department on Disability
Board of Public Works Hearing Room 350, City Hall
200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Zoom Video Conference
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DEPARTMENT ON DISABILITY:

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability

OTHER CITY DEPARTMENTS:

Pamela Lee, Supervising Transportation Planner |l, Los Angeles Department
of Transportation

Sunil Rajpal, PR Civil Engineer, and Prashant Konareddy, SR Civil Engineer,
Department of Public Works: Street Services

GUESTS:

Andre Colaiace, Executive Director, Access Services

ITEM NO. (1): REQUEST FOR TELECONFERENCE OPTION PURSUANT
TO AB 2449

In accordance with AB 2449 Section 2(a)(i) members may now notify the
legislative body of their need to participate remotely for just cause, if they
haven’t already done so, including a general description of the circumstances
relating to their need to appear remotely. The provisions of this clause shall
not be used by any member of the legislative body for more than two
meetings per calendar year.

Action Taken: There were no Commission members attending the

Commission on Disability meeting virtually. No action required by the
Commission on Disability.

ITEM NO. (2): APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
MINUTES

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the March 2024 regular meeting
and will vote to approve them.

Action Taken: The Commission approved the minutes for the March 2024
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regular meeting.

ITEM NO. (3): PUBLIC COMMENT

For items not on today’s agenda, but under the Commission’s jurisdiction,
members of the public who wish to speak on items shall be allowed to speak
for up to two minutes per item up to a total of five minutes per meeting.

No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only.

ITEM NO. (4): LA28 DISABILITY ACCESS PLAN (Ongoing)

The 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games will be planned and carried out
through a massive coordination between multiple City, County, and State
entities and other organizations. The Commission will hear from various
persons regarding transportation, infrastructure, and planning in the greater
Los Angeles Area. The following individuals will share their knowledge of
specific plans, campaigns, and current features of their organizations as they
contribute and make this historic event possible.

|. Presentation by Andre Colaiace, Executive Director, Access Services,
Access Services is continuing to meet with both LA28 and Metro to plan
for the Olympics and Paralympics 28. Access Services have touched
base with Salt Lake City, who hosted the 2002 Winter Olympics, for
valuable insights from staff who participated. Access Services, along
with LA28 and LA Metro, will prioritize accessible vehicles during the
LA28 Games. Making sure that expanded security perimeters still allow
customers who live around event venues to access their homes and the
Games will be a priority. Access Services Visitor Policy, under ADA
Policy, allows members of paratransit systems from other areas in the
United States, to automatically qualify for twenty-one (21) days of visitor
eligibility in Los Angeles, making it easy for persons with disabilities from
around the world to use paratransit services. Access Services plans to
ask LA28 and LA Metro for spots in the 2024 Paris Paralympics Games
observer’s program to attend the 2024 Paris Paralympics Games this
summer to gain important learning experiences that will help prepare for
the LA28 Games.

Presentation by Pamela Lee, Supervising Transportation Planner Il, Los
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Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT). LADOT is in
partnership with other city partners and an organization called the
Games Mobility Executive Committee focusing on transportation and
infrastructure around the LA28 Games. They are looking into new
additions that include supplemental bus systems, key improvements to
LA Metro Stations, and Mobility Hubs where spectators/attendees will go
into different venues across LA City and County. They will also look at
the countywide Bus Only Lanes, which are mostly used by LA Metro.
LADOT has applied to multiple federal grant opportunities through the
Federal Infrastructure Bill, receiving a Reconnecting Community and the
Regional Action Planning grant. In addition to projects already in the cue
for LADOT, they are including a program to reduce fatalities in high
priority and safety corridors. LADOT is also creating an active
transportation system with non-vehicular traffic.

Presentation by Sunil Rajpal, PR Civil Engineer, and Prashant
Konareddy, SR Civil Engineer, Department of Public Works: Street
Services. Public Works is focusing on obtaining grants to undertake
many of the projects and improvements before the LA28 Games. The
department was successful in obtaining a half-million dollar Sustainable
Communities Grant from CalTrans for the LA2028 Olympics Legacy
Street Improvement Plan, which will serve visitors during the LA28
Games. In addition to receiving a half-million dollar budget from the City
of Los Angeles to implement work towards designing more connections
between the LA28 Games venues and the Mobility Hubs.They also
received a twelve-million dollar Reconnecting Communities Grant
collaborating with the Mayor’s office and Metro for pedestrian walking
path improvements as well as bike lane improvements along Pico Blvd.
and Flower St., benefiting transit users. Goals set by the Public Works:
Street Services Division are being achieved through available funding.

No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only.

ITEM NO. (5): COMMISSION COMMITTEE UPDATES

The four current committees: Disabled Homelessness, Policy and Legislation,
Transportation and Infrastructure, and Emergency Management will provide
work plan updates and written recommendations, if any, which the
Commission may choose to act upon.



COMMISSION ON DISABILITY MINUTES
THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2024
PAGE 5 of 7

Presentation by the Commission on Disability Committees.
Commissioner Bitonte gave an update for the committee on Disabled
Homelessness, which continues to move forward obtaining funding
from the Department of Innovation for Commissioner Bitonte’s Mobile
Social Security Disability Unit program. He is also asking for help from
the Commission on Disability in contacting effective federal and state
personnel in efforts to ensure Disabled Social Security programs and
benefits are more accessible to persons with disabilities.
Commissioner Cable gave an update for the committee on Policy and
Legislation, which has finalized the letter of support of the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Treaty
(UNCRPD) to enhance equity and human rights, and it is now ready
for submission. Commissioner Barrios gave an update for the
committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, which would like to
focus on improvements in accessibility at City Hall and The City
Annex. They will also like to focus on accessibility issues that persons
with disabilities face while visiting LAX and Metro. There were no
updates from the committee on Emergency Management.

Action Taken: The Commission voted and approved Commissioner Cable’s
letter of support of the UN’s Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD) to the Mayor’s office.

ITEM NO. (6): EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Ongoing update on items relating to Department activities, metrics, budget,
planning, and/or other relevant issues. Presentation is by Stephen David
Simon, Executive Director and/or other department staff.

Analysis and recommendations from the budget hearing included
three key positions potentially restored by the Chief Legislative
Analyst (CLA); Senior Management Analyst for the ADA Compliance
Program, Management Analyst to serve as a Deaf Services and
Accessible Communication Analyst, and a Certified Access Specialist
who will be housed at the Department of Recreation and Parks. The
Department continues to partner with other City departments on
accessibility, including Information Technology for web accessibility,
and Street Services, which is restoring seventeen positions for
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construction of accessible curb ramps. The Department is facing
$210,000 (70%) in the total fiscal budget this year. The Department
must make cuts to homelessness programs in the AIDS Coordinator's
Office, the elimination of training and travel, and did not receive the
$60,000 increase in overtime to cover our two seats at the Emergency
Operation Center. All the budget cuts will have an impact on the
services the Department will be able to provide to the disability
community. The US Access Board meeting and the Reel Abilities Film
Festival events details are in progress. Executive Director Simon
introduced new-hire Kayvon Wroten, Administrative Clerk, Department
on Disability, to the Commission to support the Commission and the
Department. The Department of Justice published the final rule on
accessibility and services and will become sub part H of ADA Title Il.
The rule goes into effect June 24th, 2024, but the City of Los Angeles
has two years to bring all of the digital content into compliance. Under
the technical standard web content accessibility guidelines 2.1 level
AA, due to the City of Los Angeles’s size, the compliance rule will be
effective April 24th, 2026. We will come back to you with more
information.

Action Taken / No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only.

ITEM NO. (7): NEW BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcements from Commissioners, DOD staff, and guests, as well as
follow-up items from this or previous commission meetings to be presented
at the next meeting.

Commissioner Hopkins would like to request the help of the DOD to
create a policy, public service announcement, or some sort of
guidance to share with the community that articulates the phrasing for
LA 28 and the LA 28 Paralympics Games because they will be
conducting together and as a phrase, they should not be spoken of
separately. This request will be included and discussed in the Policy &
Legislation Committee. Commissioner Cable would like to give some
information to the commissioners about a webinar that the
International Council on Disabilities is putting on titled Understanding
the History and Benefits of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It is next Wednesday and open to
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the public, Commissioner Cable will be moderating the event. There
will be a wonderful panel of experts and three of them participated in
writing the CRPD. The Commission elections will open next month in
June and will conclude in July. Voting will take place in July, more
information to come.

Action Taken / No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only.

ITEM NO. (8): ADJOURNMENT

MEETING ADJOURNED at APPROXIMATELY 3:55 P.M.



	/
	COMMISSION ON DISABILITY
	SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
	DEPARTMENT ON DISABILITY:
	OTHER CITY DEPARTMENTS:
	GUESTS:

	ITEM NO. (1): REQUEST FOR TELECONFERENCE OPTION PURSUANT TO AB 2449
	ITEM NO. (2): APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
	ITEM NO. (3): PUBLIC COMMENT
	ITEM NO. (4): LA28 DISABILITY ACCESS PLAN (Ongoing)
	ITEM NO. (5): COMMISSION COMMITTEE UPDATES
	ITEM NO. (6): EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
	ITEM NO. (8): ADJOURNMENT

	THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2024 2:05 P.M.
	Department on Disability
	Board of Public Works Hearing Room 350, City Hall
	200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012
	Zoom Video Conference
	COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:
	COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:

	Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability
	Pamela Lee, Supervising Transportation Planner II, Los Angeles Department of Transportation
	Sunil Rajpal, PR Civil Engineer, and Prashant Konareddy, SR Civil Engineer, Department of Public Works: Street Services
	Andre Colaiace, Executive Director, Access Services
	In accordance with AB 2449 Section 2(a)(i) members may now notify the legislative body of their need to participate remotely for just cause, if they haven’t already done so, including a general description of the circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely. The provisions of this clause shall not be used by any member of the legislative body for more than two meetings per calendar year.
	Action Taken: There were no Commission members attending the Commission on Disability meeting virtually. No action required by the Commission on Disability.
	The Commission reviewed the minutes of the March 2024 regular meeting and will vote to approve them.
	Action Taken: The Commission approved the minutes for the March 2024 regular meeting.
	For items not on today’s agenda, but under the Commission’s jurisdiction, members of the public who wish to speak on items shall be allowed to speak for up to two minutes per item up to a total of five minutes per meeting.
	No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only.
	The 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games will be planned and carried out through a massive coordination between multiple City, County, and State entities and other organizations. The Commission will hear from various persons regarding  transportation, infrastructure, and planning in the greater Los Angeles Area. The following individuals will share their knowledge of specific plans, campaigns, and current features of their organizations as they contribute and make this historic event possible.  
	I. Presentation by Andre Colaiace, Executive Director, Access Services, Access Services is continuing to meet with both LA28 and Metro to plan for the Olympics and Paralympics 28. Access Services have touched base with Salt Lake City, who hosted the 2002 Winter Olympics, for valuable insights from staff who participated. Access Services, along with LA28 and LA Metro, will prioritize accessible vehicles during the LA28 Games. Making sure that expanded security perimeters still allow customers who live around event venues to access their homes and the Games will be a priority. Access Services Visitor Policy, under ADA Policy, allows members of paratransit systems from other areas in the United States, to automatically qualify for twenty-one (21) days of visitor eligibility in Los Angeles, making it easy for persons with disabilities from around the world to use paratransit services. Access Services plans to ask LA28 and LA Metro for spots in the 2024 Paris Paralympics Games observer’s program to attend the 2024 Paris Paralympics Games this summer to gain important learning experiences that will help prepare for the LA28 Games. 
	Presentation by Pamela Lee, Supervising Transportation Planner II, Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT). LADOT is in partnership with other city partners and an organization called the Games Mobility Executive Committee focusing on transportation and infrastructure around the LA28 Games. They are looking into new additions that include supplemental bus systems, key improvements to LA Metro Stations, and Mobility Hubs where spectators/attendees will go into different venues across LA City and County. They will also look at  the countywide Bus Only Lanes, which are mostly used by LA Metro. LADOT has applied to multiple federal grant opportunities through the Federal Infrastructure Bill, receiving a Reconnecting Community and the Regional Action Planning grant. In addition to projects already in the cue for LADOT, they are including a program to reduce fatalities in high priority and safety corridors. LADOT is also creating an active transportation system with non-vehicular traffic.
	Presentation by Sunil Rajpal, PR Civil Engineer, and Prashant Konareddy, SR Civil Engineer, Department of Public Works: Street Services.  Public Works is focusing on obtaining grants to undertake many of the projects and improvements before the LA28 Games. The department was successful in obtaining a half-million dollar Sustainable Communities Grant from CalTrans for the LA2028 Olympics Legacy Street Improvement Plan, which will serve visitors during the LA28 Games. In addition to receiving a half-million dollar budget from the City of Los Angeles to implement work towards designing more connections between the LA28 Games venues and the Mobility Hubs.They also received a twelve-million dollar Reconnecting Communities Grant collaborating with the Mayor’s office and Metro for pedestrian walking path improvements as well as bike lane improvements along Pico Blvd. and Flower St., benefiting transit users. Goals set by the Public Works: Street Services Division are being achieved through available funding.
	No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only.
	The four current committees: Disabled Homelessness, Policy and Legislation,  Transportation and Infrastructure, and Emergency Management will provide work  plan updates and written recommendations, if any, which the Commission may choose to act upon. 
	I. Presentation by the Commission on Disability Committees. Commissioner Bitonte gave an update for the committee on Disabled Homelessness, which continues to move forward obtaining funding from the Department of Innovation for Commissioner Bitonte’s Mobile Social Security Disability Unit program. He is also asking for help from the Commission on Disability in contacting effective federal and state personnel in efforts to ensure Disabled Social Security programs and benefits are more accessible to persons with disabilities. Commissioner Cable gave an update for the committee on Policy and Legislation, which has finalized the letter of support of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Treaty (UNCRPD) to enhance equity and human rights, and it is now ready for submission. Commissioner Barrios gave an update for the committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, which would like to focus on  improvements in accessibility at City Hall and The City Annex. They will also like to focus on accessibility issues that persons with disabilities face while visiting LAX and  Metro. There were no updates from the committee on Emergency Management.
	Action Taken: The Commission voted and approved Commissioner Cable’s letter of support of the UN’s Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) to the Mayor’s office.
	Ongoing update on items relating to Department activities, metrics, budget, planning, and/or other relevant issues. Presentation is by Stephen David Simon, Executive Director and/or other department staff.
	I. Analysis and recommendations from the budget hearing included three key positions potentially restored by the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA); Senior Management Analyst for the ADA Compliance Program, Management Analyst to serve as a Deaf Services and Accessible Communication Analyst, and a Certified Access Specialist who will be housed at the Department of Recreation and Parks. The Department continues to partner with other City departments on accessibility, including Information Technology for web accessibility, and Street Services, which is restoring seventeen positions for construction of accessible curb ramps. The Department is facing $210,000 (70%) in the total fiscal budget this year. The Department must make cuts to homelessness programs in the AIDS Coordinator's Office, the elimination of training and travel, and did not receive the $60,000 increase in overtime to cover our two seats at the Emergency Operation Center. All the budget cuts will have an impact on the services the Department will be able to provide to the disability community. The US Access Board meeting and the Reel Abilities Film Festival events details are in progress. Executive Director Simon introduced new-hire Kayvon Wroten, Administrative Clerk, Department on Disability, to the Commission to support the Commission and the Department. The Department of Justice published the final rule on accessibility and services and will become sub part H of ADA Title II. The rule goes into effect June 24th, 2024, but the City of Los Angeles has two years to bring all of the digital content into compliance. Under the technical standard web content accessibility guidelines 2.1 level AA, due to the City of Los Angeles’s size, the compliance rule will be effective April 24th, 2026. We will come back to you with more information.
	Action Taken / No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only.
	ITEM NO. (7): NEW BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Announcements from Commissioners, DOD staff, and guests, as well as follow-up  items from this or previous commission meetings to be presented at the next  meeting. 
	I. Commissioner Hopkins would like to request the help of the DOD to create a policy, public service announcement, or some sort of guidance to share with the community that articulates the phrasing for LA 28 and the LA 28 Paralympics Games because they will be conducting together and as a phrase, they should not be spoken of separately. This request will be included and discussed in the Policy & Legislation Committee. Commissioner Cable would like to give some information to the commissioners about a webinar that the International Council on Disabilities is putting on titled Understanding the History and Benefits of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It is next Wednesday and open to the public, Commissioner Cable will be moderating the event. There will be a wonderful panel of experts and three of them participated in writing the CRPD. The Commission elections will open next month in June and will conclude in July. Voting will take place in July, more information to come.
	Action Taken / No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only.
	MEETING ADJOURNED at APPROXIMATELY 3:55 P.M.

