
 
 

COMMISSION ON DISABILITY 

MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:00 P.M. 
Department on Disability 

Board of Public Works Hearing Room 350, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Zoom Video Conference 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: 

Akiko Tagawa, President  
Jorge E. Acevedo, 2nd Vice President  
Mary Grace A. Barrios, 1st Vice President  
Alisa Schlesinger, Commissioner  
Candace Cable, Commissioner  
Iran Hopkins, Commissioner  
Myrna Cabanban, Commissioner  
Robert Bitonte, Commissioner  
Robert Williams, Commissioner 
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DEPARTMENT ON DISABILITY: 

Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, Department on Disability 
 
OTHER CITY DEPARTMENTS: 

 
  
GUESTS: 

 
 
ITEM NO. (1): REQUEST FOR TELECONFERENCE OPTION PURSUANT 
TO AB 2449 

In accordance with AB 2449 Section 2(a)(i) members may now notify the 
legislative body of their need to participate remotely for just cause, if they haven’t 
already done so, including a general description of the circumstances relating to 
their need to appear remotely. The provisions of this clause shall not be used by 
any member of the legislative body for more than two meetings per calendar 
year. 
 
Action Taken: There were no Commission members attending the Commission 
on Disability meeting virtually. No action required by the Commission on 
Disability. 
 

ITEM NO. (2): APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
MINUTES 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the February 2024 regular meeting 
and will vote to approve them. 
 
Action Taken: The Commission approved the minutes for the February 2024 
regular meeting. 
  
 
ITEM NO. (3): PUBLIC COMMENT 

For items not on today’s agenda, but under the Commission’s jurisdiction, 
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members of the public who wish to speak on items shall be allowed to speak for 
up to two minutes per item up to a total of five minutes per meeting. 
 

No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only. 
 
 
ITEM NO. (4): INSIDE SAFE 

Representatives from the Inside Safe program will discuss the program’s “bold 
city-wide, voluntary, proactive housing-led strategy to bring people inside from 
tents and encampments, and to prevent encampments from returning”, 
specifically focusing services provided to and data concerning the Disability 
Community. 
 

I. Presentation is by representatives from the Inside Safe program. They 
were not present because of scheduling issues and will try to reschedule 
the presentation for the next Commission on Disability meeting.  

 
No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only. 
  
 
ITEM NO. (5): COMMISSION CALENDAR 

The Commission will discuss and vote on canceling the April COD Regular 
Meeting in order to accommodate the United States Access Board’s Quarterly 
Board meeting and Town Hall meeting being held in Los Angeles April 16th - 
18th. 
 
I. Presentation is by Akiko Tagawa, President of the Commission on 

Disability. Commission on Disability discussed and voted on canceling the 
April COD Regular Meeting in order to accommodate the United States 
Access Board’s Quarterly Board meeting and Town Hall meeting being 
held in Los Angeles April 16th-18th. 

 
 
Action Taken: Commission on Disability voted to cancel the meeting in April.  
 
 
ITEM NO. (6): COMMISSION COMMITTEE UPDATES 

The four current committees: Disabled Homelessness, Policy and Legislation, 
Transportation and Infrastructure, and Emergency Management will provide 
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work plan updates and written recommendations, if any, which the Commission 
may choose to act upon.  
 

I. Presentation is by Commission on Disability Ad Hoc Committees. The 
Disabled Policy and Legislation Ad Hoc updated on submitting a 
recommendation to the Mayor asking for support for ratification on the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to the City 
Legislative Agenda. The committee submitted a draft of a letter of 
support to enhance equity and human rights for DOD and the COD to 
review and submit. President Tagawa relayed a comment on the 
inaccessibility within the City of Los Angeles, specifically with City Hall 
restrooms and programs. Stephen David Simon, Executive Director, 
Department on Disability agreed that the City of Los Angeles needs more 
awareness concerning accessibility and would support any efforts or 
training that can be provided. The Homelessness Ad Hoc updated on 
Commissioner Bitonte’s Mobile Social Security Disability Unit. 
Commissioner Bitonte will be seeking funding and will be presenting the 
program at the Innovation and Performance Commission. Transportation 
and Infrastructure Ad Hoc requested the accessibility report from DOD 
and will meet to narrow down accessibility issues within City facilities. 
Emergency Management did not have any updates for the Commission 
on Disability.  
 
 

Action Taken: COD will review the letter of support, make any changes, and will 
endorse the letter for the ratification on the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities. DOD will give the accessibility report to Commissioner 
Barrios.  
 

ITEM NO. (7): EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Ongoing update on items relating to Department activities, metrics, budget, 
planning, and/or other relevant issues. Presentation is by Stephen David Simon, 
Executive Director, Department on Disability and other staff. Veronica Graves, 
Director of ReelAbilities Film Festival 2024 presented on the ReelAbilities Film 
Festival 2024. She is currently working on increasing the scale and size of the 
ReelAbilities Film Festival by including having co-branding such as the Bus Stop 
Films screening and panels, enhanced audience engagement with outreach 
tables with community partners, and interactive art installations and experiences 
for audience members. The finalists for the Easter Seals Disability Film 
Challenge will be announced during the ReelAbilities Film Festival, and the 
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event will be co-produced with Grand Performances. ReelAbilities Film Festival 
2024 will be May 4-5 from 11 am to 8:30 pm at Grand Performances California 
Plaza with 9 outreach booths for the community partners to engage the 
audience, 5 food vendors and 3 food trucks, May 4th will have 6 shorts and 3 
features and a panel discussion, and May 5th will have 12 shorts and 3 features. 
ReelAbilities Film Festival 2024 tickets for the are free and are available through 
Eventbrite. Stephen David Simon presented on co-hosting with the California 
Commission on Disability Access a Disability Access for Small Business in 
August. The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) presented to the Budget and 
Finance Committee on the Mid-Year City’s Finical Status Report. The City’s 
revenues are down about 187 million dollars in and expenditures are up to 289 
million dollars. The City is looking into the reserve fund, saving accounts, other 
accounts, and payroll reconsolidations, and over spending, eliminating 2,000 
vacant positions, deep cuts to departmental expense accounts, fee increasing, 
and reexamining priorities for department spending. This is affecting DOD by 
requiring reexamination of current vacant positions that will need to go through 
the vacancy exercise before going through the prioritized critical hiring process. 
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME) Program will be frozen due to lack of 
funding. The Department will announce to the public they will stop accepting 
applications and funding efforts are in the works. 
 
 
No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only. 
 
ITEM NO. (8): NEW BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Items for the next regular meeting’s agenda and announcements from 
Commissioners, DOD staff, and guests, as well as follow-up items from this or 
previous commission meetings to be presented at the next meeting. 
Commissioner Bitonte announced that City Recreation and Parks Department 
and Muscle Beach established a wheelchair championship in their physique 
contest and would like to send a letter of thanks to the department to recognized 
their help in establishing the wheelchair championship. President Tagawa would 
like to announce that COD elections are going to be held in the near future.   
 
No Action Taken, Information Purposes Only. 
 

ITEM NO. (9): ADJOURNMENT 

MEETING ADJOURNED in remembrance Rafael Barrios at APPROXIMATELY 
3:49 P.M. 
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